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SUBJECT: LEADING CANDIDATE POR ROC PREMIER 

REF: TAIPEI 02875 

1. IN PERIOD SINCE EMBASSY’S COMMENTS IN REPTEL ECONOMIC 
MINISTER SUN YUN-HSUAN'S NAME HAS RISEN TO THE TOP OP 
THE RUMOR LIST AS PAVORED CANDIDATE POR PREMIER. IN 
ADDITION TO PAVORABLE LOCAL PRESS TREATMENT HINTING 
THAT HE IS THE MAN POR THE JOB, SEVERAL MISSION CONTACTS 
HAVE SAID THEY ARE NOW CERTAIN SUN WILL BE NAMED. HOW 
THEY KNOW IS A QUESTION BUT EVEN IP THEY HAVE INSIDE 
INPORMATION, CCK IS CAPABLE OP PULLING A LYNDON JOHNSON 
IP HE BECAME ANNOYED OVER LEAKS OR TOO MUCH BEPORE-THE- 
PACT PUBLICITY. 

2. ECONOMIC ADMINISTRATIVE VICE MINISTER Y. T. WONG 
TOLD ECON COUNS. THAT SUN IS IN THE PROCESS OF PHASING 
OUT OF HIS PRESENT POSITION, HANDING OVER RESPONSIBILI- 
TIES TO SUBORDINATES AND "READING IN " ON NEW SUBJECTS. 

WONG EXPRESSED HIS CONVICTION THAT DECISION HAS BEEN 
MADE AND IT IS NOW IMPOSSIBLE TO HIDE COMPLETELY THE 
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PREPARATIONS POR SUN TO ASSUME THE NEW OPPICE. WONG'S 
CLOSE WORKING RELATIONSHIP WITH SUN ADDS WEIGHT TO HIS 
CONVICTION BUT IT IS STILL BASED ON CIRCUMSTANTIAL 
EVIDENCE. MEANWHILE, A RANKING KMT OFPICIAL 
MENTIONED TO COLLEAGUES IN PRESENCE OF MISSION OFFICER 
THAT SUN’S APPOINTMENT WAS "CERTAIN." HE DID NOT SAY HOW 
HE KNEW. 
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3. SUN IS ALSO PRIME CANDIDATE OF LOCAL PRESS. 

RECENT ARTICLES STRESS SUN'S QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPER- 
IENCE, CLOSE PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP WITH CCK, AND HIS 
APPARENT FULL RECOVERY FOLLOWING THE HEART ATTACK HE 
SUFFERED IN 1971. SUN HAS RECENTLY RESUMED ACCOMPANYING 
CCK ON HIS TRIPS TO THE COUNTRYSIDE (PARTICULARLY 
TO ENGINEERING SITES) AND MOST RECENTLY TO KINMEN AND 
THE PENGHU'S. THIS IS REGARDED LOCALLY AS A SIGN OF 
CCK'S HIGH PERSONAL REGARD AND SUN'S UNDERSTANDING OF 
THE PEOPLE AND THEIR PROBLEMS AS WELL AS AN INDICATION 
OF HIS IMPROVED HEALTH. LOCAL REPORTING HAS ALSO EM- 
PHASIZED SUN'S ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE AND FAVORABLY 
COMPARED HIS ACHIEVEMENTS TO THOSE OF OTHER POSSIBLE 
CANDIDATES FOR PREMIER. SULLIVAN 
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